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Life The crowd was very great. On the balcony of the president s house sat Gen. Scott, in full uniform, looking as
majestic as old Jupiter of the ancient sculptors; while on a temporary platform around the flagstaff stood the
president, ready to pull at a given signal. Among the spectators, directly before me, stood a man plainly
dressed, with serious countenance, with his wife by his side, who was then known as Gov. Andrew Johnson, of
Tennessee. Several years after, Mr. Johnson, referring to this occasion, said an occurrence took place which the
superstitious would have considered an ill omen. He told me the president pulled the rope too long, so that the
bunting of the flag was split, and he could but think at the time that he might be pained by the calamity of the
great republic rent in twain, permanently. President Lincoln was not again seen by me until after the First
Minnesota Regiment had the fiery trials at Bull Run, Fair Oaks, and the Seven Days battles terminating on
Malvern Hill. Early in July, 1862, while the Army of the Potomac was resting around Harrison s Landing, on the
James River, impelled by patriotism and impressed by the gravity of the situation, he came down to look Gen.
McClellan in the face, and aid him to the extent of his power. Attracted by cheering, | looked in the direction
from which it came, and saw two horsemen. One had short legs, but a fine body and presence above the hips,
and was on a large horse, in military dress. It was...
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