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Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, United Kingdom, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 138 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Most people believe that traditional landscapes did not
survive the collapse of Roman Britain, and that medieval open fields and commons originated in Anglo-Saxon
innovations unsullied by the past. The argument presented here tests that belief by contrasting the form and
management of early medieval fields and pastures with those of the prehistoric and Roman landscapes they
are supposed to have superseded. The comparison reveals unexpected continuities in the layout and
management of arable and pasture from the fourth millennium BC to the Norman Conquest. The results
suggest a new paradigm: the collective organisation of agricultural resources originated many centuries,
perhaps millennia, before Germanic migrants reached Britain. In many places, medieval open fields and
common rights over pasture preserved long-standing traditions for organising community assets. In central,
southern England, a negotiated compromise between early medieval lords eager to introduce new managerial
structures and communities as keen to retain their customary traditions of landscape organisation
underpinned the emergence of nucleated settlements and distinctive, highly-regulated open fields.
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