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indexed. Not illustrated. 1833 Excerpt: .by the caterpillars produced from 1 oz of eggs, which is upwards of 1200
Ibs. A single silkworm, as we before mentioned, consumes within thirty days about 60,000 times its primitive
weight. When we take these facts into consideration, we need not be surprised at the extensive ravages
committed by other caterpillars, many of which are much larger than the silk-worm, and all of them produced
in broods of considerable numbers. Mr Stephens, in his valuable catalogue of British insects, a work of Count
Dandolo s Art of rearing Silk-Wornw, p. 322-24, Kng. Transl. VOL. VI. 17 very extraordinary accuracy,
enumerates nearly 2000 species of native moths and butterflies; and as the females of these are for the most
part very prolific, we have little reason to be surprised at the occasional extent of their depredations. The 2000
species just mentioned are, besides, not more than a fifth of our native insects, most of the grubs and maggots
of which are exceedingly voracious and destructive. It appears to be indispensable for most insects to feed
copiously during their larva state, in order to supply a store of nutriment for their subsequent changes; for
many of them eat nothing, and most of them little, after they have been transformed into pupge and perfect
insects. What is no less wonderful, a corresponding change takes place in the internal formation of their organs
of digestion. A caterpillar will, as we have seen, devour in a month 60,000 times its...
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