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Hodder Stoughton General Division, United Kingdom, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 135 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. A SKILLFUL TRIUMPH Jessie Burton, author of The Miniaturist -
IRRESISTIBLE Emma Donoghue, author of Room New York, 1895. It s late on a warm city night when Sylvan
Threadgill, a young night soiler who cleans out the privies behind the tenement houses, pulls a terrible secret
out from the filthy hollows: an abandoned newborn baby. An orphan himself, Sylvan was raised by a kindly
Italian family and can t bring himself to leave the baby in the slop. He tucks her into his chest, resolving to find
out where she belongs. Odile Church is the girl-on-the-wheel, a second-fiddle act in a show that has long since
lost its magic. Odile and her sister Belle were raised in the curtained halls of their mother s spectacular Coney
Island sideshow: The Church of Marvels. Belle was always the star-the sword swallower-light, nimble, a true
human marvel. But now the sideshow has burnt to the ground, their mother dead in the ashes, and Belle has
escaped to the city. Alphie wakes up groggy and confused in Blackwell s Lunatic Asylum. The last thing she
remembers is a dark stain on the floor, her mother-in-law screaming. She had once walked the streets as an
escort and a penny-Rembrandt, cleaning up men after their drunken brawls. Now she is married; a lady in a
reputable home. She is sure that her imprisonment is a ruse by her husband s vile mother. But then a young
woman is committed alongside her, and when she coughs up a pair of scissors from the depths of her agile
throat, Alphie knows she harbors a dangerous secret that will alter the course of both of their lives.On...
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