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Number: 53916582 Excerpt: . .. that meets State and Federal regulatory requirements; and ( ii ) has not provided
sufficient oversight and enforcement over DOEs leak assessment activities. As noted in Chapter 2, at least 1
million gallons of highly toxic and radioactive waste has leaked from 67 of Hanfords 149 SSTs, some of which
has already reached the groundwater. Without effective leak detection systems and an effective leak
investigation process, there is no assurance that tank leaks will be identified and remediated timely. Minimizing
the extent of leaks and an effective leak investigation process for the SSTs are critical to preventing additional
groundwater contamination. RECOMMENDATIONS Principal recommendations to the Regional Administrator
are to: 1. Negotiate with Ecology to address oversight and enforcement responsibilities regarding DOE
compliance with FFACO and RCRA requirements as part of the fiscal 2000 2001 PPA process. 2. Consult with EPA
National Program Managers to determine what actions can be taken at the EPA Headquarters level to achieve a
higher priority, including receiving funding, on cleanup of the Hanford tanks. 3. Report the weaknesses in the
Hanford TWRS Program as a management control deficiency in the annual Federal Managers Financial
Integrity Act assurance letter to the EPA Administrator. 4. Negotiate fiscal 2000 2001 PPA commitments with
Ecology as necessary to oversee TWRS Program safety issues. 5. Establish annual EPA and Ecology inspection
commitments through the fiscal 2000 2001 PPA process in accordance with the Compliance Assurance
Agreement Between the Washington Department of Ecology and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency for the Hazardous Waste Program ( 1997 ), including a mid-year and end-of-year review of
commitment. 6. Assist Ecology in preparing a strategy for addressing DOE actions for SSTs not...
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