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Alienation of the Fief to a Villein ( roturier ) was not permitted,
because such a purchaser was not qualified to render noble
services.1 A fief sold to a villein ( roturier ) reverted to the
suzerain whose rights were decreased by the alienation, and
from him to the superior suzerain for the same reason. Instead

of dispossessing the villein, the seignior, in most instances, was
content with demanding an indemnity from him. The ordinance
of 1275, which established the law on this point,...
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