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illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . . . Altenstein, in Thuringia. His father, in the old home, had been a slate-cutter,
but emigrated to the rich mining district of Eisleben, and became a miner. Here Martin Luther was born on the
10th of November, 1483. | am a peasants son, says he, in his Table-Talk; my father, grandfather, and ancestors

were all peasants. The home was humble; the parents, severe. Hans Luther, the father, was energetic, hard-
working, sturdy, a strict adherent to the ancient faith. In this faith Luther was bred, in much hardship and
unhappiness. The father and mother both held to the base theory and practice of punishment for children.
Every trifle was treated as a crime. The eccentricities of childhood were checked with merciless rigor, and its
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was himself beaten fifteen times in a single afternoon. In 1497 the youth who was destined to raise so great a
tempest in the world was transferred to Magdeburg and put into a Franciscan school. The institution was a sort
of religio-gymnasium, where the tyrn was to...
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