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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It was a hot autumn afternoon. Mrs. Olcott, a young and attractive
woman, reclined in a canvas chair beside a tea-table on the lawn in front of the cottage she had lately taken in
the country. Her thin white dress displayed a slender and rather girlish form; her dark hair emphasized the
delicate coloring of her face, which wore a nervous look. As a matter of fact, she felt disturbed. Clare Olcott
needed somebody to take care of her; but she had few friends, and her husband held a government
appointment in West Africa. His pay was moderate and he had no private means. His relatives justified their
neglect of his wife by the reflection that he had married beneath him; and this was why he had commended
her, with confidence, to the protection of a friend.
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