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Erin, Ontario, Canada: Porcupines Quill, 1991. SoA cover. Book Condition: New. 2nd Edition. Original printed
wraps. 160 pp. Octavo. `The polemic stance in Europe [Dudek's] 1954 opus, here reprinted with minor
emendations in a handsome edition, complete with author's preface and aAerword by Michael Gnarowski, may
be irksome to some readers. But Dudek's comments on the decline of western civilization are still valid.
Essentially, the book uses the structural paradigm of a transatlantic cruise to contrast the ageless "indiIerent
benevolence" of sea and rivers with the fickle ways of men, and so to highlight the devolution of renaissance
culture in Europe. The form of poetic diary absorbs any esoterica, so we have Dudek's strong companionable
voice as tour guide.' Printed oIset by Tim Inkster on the Heidelberg KORD at the printing oIice of the
Porcupine's Quill in the Village of Erin, Wellington County, Ontario, Canada. Smyth sewn into 16-page
signatures.
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