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.amount of skill required; those that chiefly require skill should
be handled by mechanics, and those that chiefly require
strength, endurance, and speed should be handled by specially
trained laborers. This is the only way to enable brickwork to
compete with concrete, when all of the architects, engineers,
owners, and contractors shall have learned the full possibilities
of concrete. It will be urged that such division of the work of
bricklaying will lower the general skill of the bricklayers as a
class. Far from it! All operations requiring skill will remain in the
hands of the bricklayer, who, escaping all work that unskilled
hands could do, will have the more time and energy to devote to
the art element of his work. But we are not at this time
discussing brickwork as a lost art --we cite bricklaying here as an
example of the...
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